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EU rules to force USB-C chargers

for all phones The European Union Wants A
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Commission proposes

a common charger for
electronic devices

SEPTEMBER 2021

Why is a common charger needed?

1 18
"""""" After working with industry on a voluntary approach since
20083, which already brought down the number of mobile
phone chargers from 30 to 3, the Commission is now putting
forward a legislative approach to enable Europeans to power \
i i Y
their devices with one common charger “\

USB-C will be the new standard charging port for all smart-

phones, tablets, cameras, headphones, portable speakers and
handheld videogame consoles. In addition, the Commission proposes to
unbundle the sale of chargers from the sale of electronic devices.

This increases consumer convenience and reduces e-waste - an important
contribution to both the digital and green transformations.
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€ 2.4 billion 11 000 tonnes Some Apple devices - such as the iPad Pro and Mac laptops - use

Spent yearly by consumers on of e-waste annually from (left) while the iPhone uses Lightning (rlght)
standalone chargers disposed and unused chargers
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